
 

 

Support for researchers: review of study proposals 
A service for the members of the SMW supporting association 

The SMW 

Founded in 1871 under the name “Correspondenz-
Blatt für Schweizer Aerzte” and later known as 
“Schweizerische Medizinische Wochenschrift”, 
the Swiss Medical Weekly is a scientific journal 
with a long tradition. 

The SMW is a pioneer of Diamond Open Access 
publishing, having introduced open access to all 
articles without requiring authors to pay APCs 
even before the publication of the Berlin Declara-
tion on Open Access. 

The SMW supporting association 

The SMW supporting association (“Trägerverein 
SMW”) is a non-profit organisation in charge of the 
journal. It ensures editorial independence and 
quality, and covers the costs to enable publication 
as a Diamond Open Access journal.  

Your scientific platform 

As a scientific platform, the SMW has played a de-
cisive role in Swiss clinical research and has been 
contributing to the promotion of young academics 
for more than 150 years. This is now to be contin-
ued and strengthened with a new project. 

Affiliated researchers from member institutions of 
the SMW supporting association can have study 
proposals assessed at an early stage by an epide-
miologist / methodological reviewer. This aims to 
help evaluate the feasibility, sharpen the study de-
sign, and avoid methodological pitfalls and waste 
of resources.  

If the corresponding original article is then submit-
ted to the SMW, it can be assessed by the same 
methodological expert as part of the standard re-
view process. As with all submitted articles, ac-
ceptance for publication will also depend on the 
outcome of the peer review by additional experts 
and the assessment of the editors. 

Submission of your clinical research proposal 

Study proposals can be sent by email to the edi-
torial office at any stage.  

The proposal should be written in English and not 
exceed 4 pages (A4, Word or PDF). It should ad-
dress the following key points where applicable:  
–  Background (short) 
–  Study aims  
–  Population  
–  Intervention/exposures  
–  Comparison 
–  Outcomes 
–  Study design and procedures  
–  Planned analyses 
–  Open points / questions  

A comprehensive searchable database of report-
ing guidelines for different study types can be 
found on the Equator Network website. 

Please send your proposal by email with the sub-
ject line "Study proposal" to: office@smw.ch 

It will be forwarded to a methodological reviewer 
and usually processed within one week. You will 
receive feedback with methodological comments 
and answers to your questions. 

For this service, you will be asked to make a (not 
cost-covering) contribution of 250 CHF. The ad-
ministrative costs are covered by the SMW. Please 
indicate your billing address in the proposal. 

Please note that no calculations will be carried out 
by the SMW. The responsibility for planning and 
conducting your study lies with the submitting re-
searchers. Issues related to the approval by an 
ethics committee are not within the scope of the 
service.  

Submission of the study publication to SMW is 
welcome, but not a condition for using the service. 

www.smw.ch 

https://www.equator-network.org/
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